74
EDGAR ALLAN FOE.
Clemm had no one else to look to for support. Under the circumstances it was not so unnatural as it was unwise that, before leaving for Richmond, Poe proposed to keep the family united by marrying his cousin, and the engagement was approved by her mother.
In midsummer, with this understanding, Poe left Baltimore apparently without regret, for he owed little gratitude to that city, nor did he ever return to it to live, although, there he was destined to die and be buried.    He went directly to Richmond, to the home and associates of his childhood; nor did he doubt that, in spite of the changes in his lot, life there would be pleasant  to him;  he may have thought that his literary position would compensate for his loss of social pretension and the consideration that attaches to wealth, or even that his old acquaintance would be advantageous to him.   However this turned out, he entered at once on his duties as an assistant, although he was not nominally an editor until November, at a salary of ten dollars a week.   It was not high pay, but the position he held was a good opening and well adapted to his talents. He had on hand nine tales besides those which had already been published (" A MS. Pound in a Bottle," "Berenice," "Morella," "Lionizing," "Hans Pfaall," "The Visionary," and "Bon-Bon"), and he expected to print the whole sixteen in the fall at Philadelphia.    He had been highly praised by Paulding, Tucker, Kennedy, and others who werece, which, although less strong in their hold and less violent in their ef-
